BOARD OF EDUCATION Attachment:  Discussion 12

PALO ALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT Date: 03.23.10
TO: Kevin Skelly, Superintendent
FROM: Linda Common, Assistant Superintendent - Administrative Services

SUBJECT: Certification and Adoption of English Books — Palo Alto High School

STRATEGIC PLAN INITIATIVE
Academic Excellence and Learning

BACKGROUND

AB 1781 established the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program (IMFRP). IMFRP funds
can only be used to purchase instructional materials the State Board of Education has certified as
standards aligned, grades K-8, or materials that have been certified by the local board as aligned with
State Content Standards, grades 9-12.

Palo Alto High School has proposed to use IMFRP funds to purchase the following English books:

Sophie’s World
by Jostein Gaarder

Into the Wild
by Jon Krakauer

Into Thin Air
by Jon Krakauer

In accordance with requirements of legislation, the Board of Education must certify that these books
are aligned with the State English Content Standards. A careful review of these books by English
Department teachers and instructional supervisors indicates they satisfy this condition. The books are
currently on display in the Educational Services Department.

FISCAL IMPACT
Cost of the purchases will be $1,148.66 (Sophie’s World), $519.60 (Into the Wild), and $1,722.65 (Into
Thin Air) from the State Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended the Board of Education certify and adopt Sophie’s World (by Jostein Gaarder) and
Into the Wild and Into Thin Air (by Jon Krakauer).
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